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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, is set forth below. Cancelled and not entered claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each claim is indicated with one 
of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or 
(not entered). Please AMEND claims 3 and 4 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Original) An exhaust gas purifying method for purifying exhaust gas of an internal 
combustion engine by an exhaust gas purifying system having an oxidation catalyst, comprising 
the steps of: 

estimating a quantity of a unburnt hydrocarbon accumulated in an oxidation catalyst 
carrier, raising an exhaust gas temperature by performing a hydrocarbon removal control to 
activate the oxidation catalyst, and oxidizing and removing the accumulated unburnt 
hydrocarbon, when the estimated accumulation quantity of the unburnt hydrocarbon exceeds a 
predetermined judgment value. 

2. (Original) The exhaust gas purifying method according to claim 1 , wherein a judgment 
is made as to whether an accumulated value of periods in which the internal combustion engine 
is kept in a low exhaust temperature state becomes a predetermined judgment value or more, 
instead of judging whether the estimated accumulated quantity of the unburnt hydrocarbon 
exceeds a predetermined judgment value. 

3. (Currently Amended) The exhaust gas purifying method according to claim 1 of^, 
wherein the hydrocarbon removal control raises an exhaust gas temperature by performing 
multistage fuel injection in the internal combustion engine. 

4. (Currently Amended) The exhaust gas purifying method according to any ono of 
c l a i ms 1 to 3 claim 1 , wherein the exhaust gas purifying system has a continuous regenerating 
diesel particulate filter system. 

5. (Original) An exhaust gas purifying system having an oxidation catalyst to purify the 
exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine, comprising an accumulated-hydrocarbon- 
quantity judgment means for estimating the quantity of unburnt hydrocarbon accumulated in an 
oxidation catalyst carrier and judging whether the estimated accumulation quantity of unburnt 
hydrocarbon exceeds a predetermined judgment value, and a hydrocarbon removal control 
means for activating the oxidation catalyst by raising an exhaust gas temperature when the 
accumulated-hydrocarbon-quantity judgment means judges that the estimated accumulation 
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quantity exceeds the predetermined judgment value, and oxidizing the accumulated unburnt 
hydrocarbon to remove. 

6. (Original) The exhaust gas purifying system according to claim 5, wherein the 
accumulated-hydrocarbon-quantity judgment means judges whether an accumulated value of 
periods in which the internal combustion engine is kept in a low exhaust temperature state 
becomes a predetermined judgment value or more, instead of judging whether the estimated 
accumulation quantity of unburnt hydrocarbon exceeds a predetermined judgment value. 

7. (Currently Amended) The exhaust gas purifying system according to claim 5 ef^, 
wherein the hydrocarbon removal control means performs the control for raising the exhaust 
gas temperature by performing multistage fuel injection in the internal combustion engine. 

8. (Currently Amended) The exhaust gas purifying system according to any one of 
cla i m o 5 to 7 claim 5 , wherein the exhaust gas purifying system has a continuous regenerating 
diesel particulate filter system. 
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